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TO THE 


GENTLEMEN. 


AND 
MERCHANTS 


Within ag Circle of 


The Hoxous of Pranrrit 


GENTLEMEN, 


HO Ur regard to 
1 1 4 my own Parts, (which 
FA I ſhould be the firſt Con- 

RIES {ideration,) in the Free- 

== of Acquaintance and a Vein 


of Endearment, I very — 
— P 


2 _ Epiſtle 5 Dara 


parol'd to a * Military Perſan: 
ad an Officer of your own oY, 
ut out to ſerve the Church, 
King and Country,) to be His = b 
for one Turn, in the New Church, 
8 when the Tabernacle-yervice Was 
concluded. ES 

With a Counter-part of the like 
Reſpect to me, it was His verykind 

Miſtake, and- top much Honour, to 
put me up, immediately, nexr*to 
Jour graceful Paſtor, Dr. Topp fe- 
cond to none in the whole Province 
of a fine Gentleman and a thorough 
Divine Upon the fir} Day of the 
Church too, tho' (to anticipate the 
Proverb with my own Senſe) nor fit 
to be named on the ſame Day; a bet- 
ter Date to Dou, than the U. C. of 
Rome ; and, for the new Style, Ec- 
cleſiæ condite, (Gacred may it be!) 
Tour Deſcendants, if I preſage not 
in vain, will ſtand indeþted to the 


worthy Doctor, for ever. 


* Captain Jane. 


" Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
My Place was, certainly, to come 


after, at a greater Diſtance, which 
I muſt always do with unequal 


Paces : But, the Way being clear'd 
up by ſo great a Luminary, to ſhew 
a Stranger to the beſt Advantage, 
1 was glad to take the Benefit of the 
friendly Morning-Light ; and hope, 
with the ſame Candour, Tow will 
receive this faint Memorial of the 


bappy Day, as an Offering to the 


Erightneſs of its Riſing, from, 


GENTLEMEN, | 


1 . Tour very Faithful 


Humble Servant. 
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GENEsts Xviii. 16, 17% 


And Jacob awaked out of this Sleep, 
and he ſaid; ſurely the Lord is in 
this Place, and I knew it not. 
And he was afraid, and ſaid, Bom 
dreadful is this Place! This is none 
other but the Houſe of God, and 
this is the Gate of Heaven. 
Have nothing to recommend 
my Deſign, but a good Sub- 
| jet ; nothing to do, but 
| divert a little, that I may 
not intercept that Light I 


cannot give. | 
The Occaſion will remind you, when 
a Cloud fill'd the Houſe, it was a Token 
of the Divine Preſeiice, as well as God's 
ititolerable Glory, when it broke out: 
And, by the Moſaic Account, we yet 

| B | reckon 


WIA 


8 
reckon the Evening and the Morning 
but one original Day. . 
I Tradition be enough to bear all the 
little Streſs J mean to lay upon it, there 
is ſomething in your Situation agreeable 
to the Hiſtory of the Text, ſomething 
in it which points to your Zeal, and ap- 
plauds your Happineſs. 
Ihe whole Bulk of the Relation, open- 
ing to this glorious Scene, turns upon 
this Hinge: Alrabam begat Iſaac, who 
by his Wife and Couſin Rebekab, had 
Iſſue Eſau and Jacob. Where note, 
Blood by the Father's ſide, was no Bar 
to Marriage, but only by the Mother's ; 
which is the Point before us. They were 
very juſt to the right Line, being poſſeſt 
with a Deſire to vie the Promiſe of the 
Meſſiah. Before the Law, indeed, there 
was more Latitude; + Neceſſity was a 
a Law, for the World being thin 
peopled, they were obliged to match in 
their own Tribes ; that being natural in 
one State of 'Things, which 1s unnatural 
in another, YE | 


. Long 


— 


—yB 


+ Neceſſiras, quicquid coegit, defendit. Senece 
Cauſz neceſſitati & utilitatis æquiparantur in jure, 
Panorm © Sarah 


— 


(3) 


Long was this faithful Couple (only 


not) impatient for that Honour, which it 
| great in our Salvation. No leſs than 


twenty Years did Iſaac ply one Prayer, 
and carried his Wife at laſt to an Altar 

on Mount Moriah (where he was to have 
been ſacriticed,) to ſecond his Importu- 
nity for a Son: An Inftance, which 
ſhews not only the Duty, but the Place 
of Succeſs in all our Wants. 

In the Fulneſs of Time, the Lord of 
Life was pleas'd to incline and favour 
the Requeſt of theſe Suppliants. The 
Lady, unacquainted with the Fits of her 
Condition, growing with her Hope, re- 
pairs to conſult God, what this new Un- 


eaſineſs, what the meaning of this in- 


teſtine Struggle might be? The Oractz 
quickly tells her Ailment ; Two Nations 
are in thy Womb, and two manner of Peo- 
ple (ball be ſeperated from thy Bowels : 
and the one People ſhall be ſtronger than 
the orber People; and the Elder ſbal 


ſerve the Younger. Gen. xxv. 23. Ac- 


cordingly, when ſhe came to be delivered, 
Jacob had his Fiſt hard grip'd about the 
Plant of Eſaus Foot, ( whence his 
Name, ) and ſtuck yet cloſer to him, till 
he had trip'd him out of the beſt Share 


of his Patrimony afterwards. 


Wo B 2 | As 


As it happens in our Families, one 
| Child is more preferrd and indulged 
than another, without any Reafon but 
ancy; ſo here, Eſau being a fiery active 
Genius, addicted to Field Sports, made 
his Court to Iſaac; and Jacob, who was 
off ſuch violem Exerciſe and lov'd a ſe- 
dentary Life, was more acceptable to 
Rebekab; one was the Father's Hope, 
and the other the Mother's Delight ; by 
which means, the Mother and ; laid 
a Contrivance how .to make Advantage 
of the Father's Indolence and the [ndi- 
ſcretion of the elder Brother. | 
'The firſt Temptation came unlook'd 
for, at his own meer Motion, from Eſau 
himſelf who ſold his Birth-right for a 
Thing of nothing. Dominion and In- 
tereſt, thoſe Witches of the World, run- 
ning in the young Maſter 1 Head 
all the while, till he was ſeventy ſeven, 
(as moſt Vices decay with Nature, ex- 
cept Covetouſneſs, which grows young 
again in old Age,) ealily drew him into 
Rebekab's Meaſures: And what was af- 
terwards practiced upon the venerable 
Jſaac by concert, is better reported in 
the grateful Style of Scripture, than by 
us, who are Parties ready to caſt a Veil 
upon it, and have nothing more at 
Ps than to o be numbred with Abra- 
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bam, Iſaac, and Facob, now and aways 
named with Almighty God. 

One Remark (call it what they pleaſe) 
is very juſt: That, from and after Ja- 
cob's Name was turned into Iſrael, the 
Faithful were never called Facobites, 
Supplanters ʒ but 1ſraclites indeed, Prin- 
ces of God, in whom there is no Guile. 
J hit off ſo pertinent a Digreſſion, 
as quick as may be, (for I promis d to 
keep my Diſtance, and to interfere ve 
ſparingly with the leading Rite of this 
teeming Day,) the Hoſtility, a Secret 
worthy of God to unty, was begun be- 
tween theſe rival Brethren, in the Womb 
before they knew Good and Evil ; which, 
when blown into open Wars, way like 
to breed ill Blood, and leave bad Impreſ- 
ſions. The Conteſt, (like an Earth» 
quake, or Thunder pent up in a Cloud,) 
when it got Air and Vent, grew ſo hot 
at laſt, there was no way, a Kt to Com» 
pound theſe ungracious Brethren, but by 
dividing them. 
- The Father and Mother, to preſerve 
the favourite darling Son of many Vows 
and Prayers, order him to' his Uncle 
Laban's at Padan-aram, till his Brother's 
Reſentment was cool d, and his Fury 
turnd away. Hunt the Clito Prince over 
we * dlountaing ſtalk him * 

t 


(6) 
the Valley of the Shadow of Death, he 
cannot be unwell ſo long as God riles in, 
Jacob, and unto the Ends of the Earth, 
Under his Auſpice, no ſooner bidden 
than gone, be equips to fork his Fortune, 
under whoſe Conduct there is no Miſ- 
fortune ; nor are there fewer Dooutneaed 
than Actions in his. Travels. 

Wich little Provifion, and leſs Re- 
nue, he: lights upon Liz, where he 
jodg d that Night: For Sorrow will 
drive a Man to Shrift or Solnode. Be- 
nighted; he was glad of a Shelter of 4. 
mond-Trees (ſo — Word (figmnties, ): for 
dis Pavilion, the Earth for his Bed, and 

4 Stone for his Bolſtor. Thrice happy 

they, whereever they be, that are covered 
with a covering of the Spirit Here the 
SCH vx appear d to him, 
aſfaring him of God's — Provts 
dence: And here he lays the firft Sone 
of his Gratitude and Devotion in Me- 
mory of it. To the double Portion of 
the Primogeniture is added. another of 
the Spirit. He that was but b a 
Child (yet the laſt, and by Conſequence; 
the beſt Edition of one) has learn'd us 
Borong b. Engliſh, and ſpeaks like a Prieſt 
and Oracle for theſe are not meer hu- 
mane Expreſſions, but the Voice of In- 
nn, os ; fury the Lord _ 

3 


this Place | How dre is this Place 
This is none other but the Houſe of God, 
and this is the Gate of Heaven... F 
At this Paufe, this Break of the Ac» 

- count, it is not far to the Application, 
which is brought home to your own 
Doors. Mountains and Groves were 
the-firſ} Nurſeries of Religion, true and 
falſe : Witneſs your own Luz heretofore, 
witneſs Paradice. Tho' in a literab 
Senſe, the Almond-tree does not flouriſh 
in this Soil, (however bleſt with | 
Heads, a Crown of Glory, ) yet in this 
(once a) Foreſt, Woodland Country, 
there were Arbours enow to ſhade the 
Superſtition of the Druids, being natu- 
ral Temples of Heathen Gods, as dark 
as their own Deities, with an awfub 
Gloom. 1 „1. N 
Such a Foundation they gave the * Ca- 

- pitol (now a Church, before a Temple) 
in Rome upon the Ridge of a Hill, in a 
lonely melancholy Umbre of Thickets. 
The Heathens fancied, perhaps, they 


7 OY — * 


— 


* Hinc ad Tarpeiam ſedem, & Capitol ia dueit 
Aurea nunc, olim ſylveſtribus horrida dumis. 
Jam tum relligio pavidos terre bat agreſtes 
Dica loci, jam tum ſylvam ſaxumque tremebant. 
noc nemus, hunc inquir) frondoſo vertice collem 
' (Wis deus, incertum) habitat deus: Arcades ipſum 
| edunt ſe vid iſſe Fovem, Virg. An, 8. N. 347+ 


(8) 
were higher Heaven on Mountains, than 
in the Valleys; and might have thence 
a readier Audience and. Diſpatch. -| Here. 
the Place of Sepulture, they. had frequent 
Apparitions; and after their uncouth 
Way, hallowed ſeveral Trees to. ſeveral 
Gods, preſenting them. with Garlands 
and Branches of better Wood than them- 
ſelves. The rude Opinion then was, 
that ſome Trees were under the Influence 
of one Star, ſome of another, which 
they planted in their Names, and wor- 
ſhipped, as having occult Vertues to in- 
ſpire and protect their Perſons. Being 
reputed thus ſacred, they trim d them up 
with Lights and Streamers, and hung 
the Spoils of War upon them: From 
which antique Faſhion, the Romans bor- 
row d the Figure of their Trophies. Nay, 
ſo fat were they gone in Bigotry, that 


Paſſengers ſat down to mutter their Ori- 


ſons to every hard-hearted; unrelenting 
Oak. Every Copſe was a Place of Su- 


perſtition, where they ador d the ſolemn 


Silence of the Grove. What Vapours 
and Il luſions fill'd their bewildred Minds, 
we are not curious to know; but theif 
Heads were ſtrangely clouded, and the 
whole Age overcaſt, when they put Dark- 
neſs for Light, and Light for Darkneſs. 


Such: 


Such, I imagine, was this Situation 
of the former Houſe, which now riſes 
upon Columns, like the Palace of the 
Sun, with a marvellous Brightneſs; co- 
verd with Heaven, and full of the true 
God; inſomuch, that his pleaſant Plants, 
and all the Trees of the Wood ſhall rejoice 
before the Lord. Once more, Sun, ſtand 
Hou - 4 Gibeon, and thou Moon in 
the Valley of Aialon ! At leaſt take a 
tranſi — "View of this People, and the 
Elegance of a Britiſb Church, to blazon 
the Expreſs thro your Courſes, See and ; 
let your Fellow-Creatures ſee thro' Scales 
and Cataracts ; One thing we have defired 
of the Lord, which we will require; even 
that we may awell in the Houſe of the 
Lord, all the Days of our Life, to behold 
the 2 Beauty of the Lord, and to viſit 
bis Temple. 

There is nothing in this Action of the 
Patriarch to countenance a foreign Vani- 
ty; but a good deal to juſtify your Pra- 
Rice and your Levies, for the Habitation 
of the mi obey God o of wv The erecting 
a Pillars was no Idolatry, but the anoint- 
ing it with Oil was a leading Rite of 
[Dedication z for the Pillar was not the 
Object, but a Circumſtance of Devotion. 
Tis their Fault that warp the Inſtance 


to C falſe· Religion; which, 1 ſuppoſe 
| C was 


BS. 44 
was done here, and in other 'Countries 
about us. WS tas | | 
_ Heaps of Stones were Marks of Trea- 
ties, Mercies, and Misfortunes ; and 
great ſingle Stones, placed at ſome Di- 
ſtance, in a looſe Geometrical Figure, 
whether by Art or Nature, are not, cer- 
zainly, Monuments of Battles, or Boun- 
daries; they were, I ſuppoſe, Heathen 
Temples; at one Stone the Prieft had 
His Station, at others the People worſhip- 
ped, fancying them to be animated with 
the Genius of the Place, or ſome divine 
Spirit. The Scripture ſets a black Cha- 
Tater upon them, and their Votaries, as 
both of a Grit. Thus the Prophet ex- 
poſes Fudah ; She committed Adultery 
with Stocks and Stones. Again, Among 
the ſmooth Stones of the Stream is thy 
Portion, they, they are thy Lot : even to 
them haſt thou poured out a Drink-offering, 
thou haſt offered a Meat-offering.. Jer. 
cxi. 9. Iſa. Ivii. 6. 917 
By all the Fear of bis Father Iſaac, 
our Chief was more a Man, than to bow 
to a Pillar, which he votively ſet up, as 
lawfully he might, in Memory of GOD's 
Appearance to him. Hence the Pagan 
Cuſtom of Travellers, when they came 
to great Stones in the Highways, to 
pour Oil upon them, tall down and wor- 


ſhip. 
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ſhip. - Theſe were called Amazgu Aide, 
greaſy burly. Stones, which they ador d, 
as Symbols of Divinity, and Lumps of 
heavenly Power. - - 
Among . theſe Remarks, which I owe 
all, or moſtly, ) to the incomparable 

rning of a late great Prelate, we are 
told; once a Year, and no more, upon 
that very Day Twelve-month, their Ci- 
ty was taken by Titus, the Fews were 

mitted to walk the Streets of Feruſa- 

(whether this * Rock of Jacob (how- 
ever our Neighbours came by it) was 
tranſlated from Beth. el) to ſaunter and 
moiſten it with their Lamentations, 
their Oil and Tears. Aſham'd of the 
Stupidity, and beat out of this Fort, 
they would ſhift the Superſtition off 
themſelves upon the Phocinians, as the 
firſt Homagers of this dumb and deaf 
Idol; conſecrating others, which they 
called BAETTLIA and BAETTLYI, 
from the Stone at Bethel; whence per- 
haps Boetylus (the Stone Abadir) which 
Saturn devoured for his Son Jupiter. So 
apt is humane Nature, as it were on pur- 


Poſe, to miſteach, to deceive and diſap- 
point the keeneſt Inclinations in Mankind. 


C 2 The 
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* Ni fallat fatum, Sco4i, quocunque locatum 
Invenient lapidem, regnare tenentur ibidem. 
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The true Moral of the whole Account, 
is one Church and one Faith, one Altar 
and one Prieſt, Unity and Uniformity 
in Religion: And the general Ifſye is, if 
the Nations were ſo ſtiff in Caſes: of pal- 

able Nonſenſe, we Chriſtians ſhould'be 

artily affected in the beſt of Cauſes, 
Wherefore, having ſuch an Altar and 
fuch a Church, built upon the Foundation 
of Prophets and Apoſtles, Feſus Chriſt him- 
ſelf being the Head Corner Stone, ue as 
living Stones, cemented with his Blood, 
fhould edify one another, acceptable to God, 
which is our reaſonable Service. 

As to Places of Divine Service, their 
Dedication, Diſtinckion, Form, Sumptu- 
ouſneſs, Sanctity, after the Holy Scripe 
tures, and the elaborate Office of this 
Day, to give in Plea the judicious Mr. 
Hooker's Polity, 1 reckona full Argument, 
and fo leave- the oo of this Day, and 
the Glory of the Work, which ſpeak for 
themſelves; and the Honour of the Ce. 
. remonial, which cannot be ſo wellſpoken 
to, to the choſen Men of Iſrael. | 
The End of my Duty (to Happineſs 
may it turn!) is to congratulate your 
Acceſlion and firm Attachment' to this 
Altar, and (while your paſt Labour 
pleaſes in this Scene, and future Cage 
vaniſhes in a golden Dream) to awaken 

3 | 1 72 your 
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your Reverence like your Leader Focob'ss 
hat as you have à Church worthy of 
„o you would (to whom nothing 
more ſeems impoſlible) make yourſelves 
altogether worthy of it. n 
from theſe Battlements is a Call from 
God to appear in his Preſence, or pre- 
pare for the laſt; Reſort : The Terror of 
which is much abated by the Favour of 
the other, whereby” ye are his known 
Domeſticks, and conſtant Retainers to 
his Communion; and lay yourſelyes 4 
fair Intereſt, (nothing can be more) to be 
tried by the Doctrine of your local 
Saint and Guardian, the diſtinguiſhing 
Saint af a- Country, when be {ball fit 
4 Throne, to judge, peraduenture, 
this very Tribe of Iſrael. And, to be 

affectedly plain, IL know no Reaſon, wh 
bis Church may not be called SEAN, 
RFEW's, as well as the Town is called 
*.PENRITH; why ye may not call 
your, Walls Salvation, - and your Gates 
Praiſe. & nM | > ICY Sit 
The Houſe we are now preparing for 
the laſt Hand to ballow, -mutually to 
hallow us again, is repreſented in the 
Text, as the Court of a great King 2 
3 "7 his 
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( 14 . 
his pride Miniſters, Lede ſat and did 
Buſineſs in the Gate; to remind us; 
the Temple of Fuſtice Is way” to the 
Teiaplo of Honour. : 

What Cares are to dreſs our Souls 
defote! we 'come here; what a myſtic 
Power, at our Entrance, unaccountably, 
like the Breathings of the Spirit meets 
us in the Face, every one that thinks, 
muſt feel, if our Saviour had not ad- 
 monifh'd us; that if we do but appre- 
hend any Deſign againſt us from a 
Neiglibour, (who is our ſecond ſelf,) 
we muft firſt leave our Gift before the 
Altar, and the aggrievd Party muſt 
treat With the Aggreſlor, for God's ſake 
and his own; muſt cultivate a better 
Underſtanding, if poſſible, before he of- 
fers any thing, his very Prayers: Since 
while · we are at Variance about nothing; 
bt is unreaſonable to expect the Bleſſing 
of God; till we give up the Prejudice 
for, if ve regard Iniquity in our Hearts, 
the Lord will not bear us. We have his 
. of Julſion for it. 

Here then, naked and Aiſſefted, we 
*— ourſelves inſide out, before that 
Eye which looks us rhro and thro. 
The Viſion of God, ſpecially here pre- 
ſent, is to be ſupply'd by our Faith ; 
who Tees thro' Mountains and Rocks, 

| n invi- 
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inviſible to us, as clearly as thro' a To- 
leſcope. If he obſerves all our Poſtures 
and Movements, . when we are ungirt 
and off Duty; much more, in a pecu- 
liar Manner, when, we come in our 
Harneſs to regain his Paradiſe, will he 
take notice of our profeſs d Addreſſes 
or Attacks, our Habjt and our Mind. 
Yet notwithſtanding our Freedom of 
Acceſs, ſtill he is GOD, and we but Peti- 
tioners, who muſt not preſcribe, but 
pray.to him, and wait for his loving Kind- 
neſe in the midſt of his Temple. 

The Air and Perfume of the Altar 
are Preſervatives againſt Infection and 
every evil Taint, to make our Lives, on 
all Occafions, as ſweet and flaming :as 
our Incenſe. In Buſineſs or Converſati- 
on it would -be:a ready Check to any 
baſe Deſign, ſhould we ask ourſelves, 
„ What will God think, or ſay of it?“ 
To conſider whether we have been late- 
ly at Church; or whether we reſolve to 
go there no "more ? For there we take 
the Teſt of our Sincerity, and engage 
what manner of Perſons we intend to 


be without Doors: There we drag out 
thoſe Sinners, the Amaletites, ourſelves 
within ourſelves, and hew them before 
the Lord; There we enter into Cove- 

nant, 


(160 


nant; and BE an Alliance with our 
Almighty 3 
No Humane Engine, not Sword. nor 
Battle-Axe, nor the Blade of Goliath, 
| However wrapt up in fine Linen, and 
laid behind the ' Ephod, (as a Tool im- 
ports,) can cut us off from this Body 3 
the dreadfulleſt Cenſure on this fide 
Hell: Yet, I agree it, he that excommu- 
cates himſelf by going to no publick 
Worſhip, is ſo far a Felon to himſelf, a 
Curſe and a Standal to all Society, 
No. better is the Hypocrite that halts 
between two Opinious, and parg all 
Religions the ſame. So /incerely 
3 but with more Skill and Impu- 
nity than Eſau, is the native Conſcience 
of ſome Countries, which browſes upon 
| the very beſt of Principles, and nothing 
could keep but the Fat of the Land! 
That Spectacle tis hoped, will never 
be ſeen of a worthleſs Man, good for 
nothing. Something may be gather d 
from the Modes of all Parties, as a 
Cordial out of Poiſon. The Simplicity 
of one Sed, and the Srrifineſs of another, 
challenge them that want ſuch Qualitiesz 
which we value not from the Exerciſe 
of others, but a higher Authority, and 
their intrinfick Worth. It is not from 


this or that Perſuaſion, or ſome Reli- 
gion 


5 
gion of their own, that one will not 
ſwear, and another will not pollute the 
Sabbath; all theſe, and more, they have 
from our Religion alone: Of which we 
have many bright and glaring Examples 
within our Pale; and in thoſe Exam- 
ples the Poſſibility and preſent Reward 
of Virtue. Tis a poor and bold Ambi- 
tion, to brave it in furtive Colours, and 
the gleanings of our Faith; when they 
are invited to come in for a better Por- 
tion: For ſtill the Harveſt and Vintage 
are ours, tho they pleaſe themſelves to 
make a Noiſe, like the ſhouting of Men, 
when the Vintage is done. | 
Loet our Obſervators obſerve it, Ex- 
freines are to be avoided, as well in our 
perſonal Conduct, as our publick Ap- 
ointments. Hence, becauſe ſome are 
Meer irione or ſordid, therefore we muſt 
not be decent, Some have nothing to 
Prove their Religion by, but their materi- 
al Church; others, rather than be fo reli- 
gious, will have no Church at all. 
Tis true, in our private Family- Devo- 
tions, where two or three are at Prayers, 
God is with them: which is no Argu- 
ment againſt the common Liturgy, our 
Saviour and his Apoſtles reclame. It ought 
to be conſider d at the laſt Peril, whether 
dividing into two three hundred 1 
| Y an 
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and Factions, be the ſame thing with one 
Faith? Whether the Religion of God 
muſt ſtand, or every Man may coin his- 
own? Whether a plauſible Separation ſhall 
win the Promiſe, when there 1s no fla- 
ming Sword, ( from the Barrier to the 

Goal, ) no, not a civil One to drive them 
from the Tree of Life? Moreover they 
may remember two or three were a regular 

_ Congregation, when Chriſtians were but 

a little Flock, an Handful, that were, 
then, glad of Crypts, and Caves, and Cata- 
combs, for their Devotion; were fain to 
ſay their Prayers in the Sepulchers of 
the mighty Dead, which might have been 
their quiet Graves, if more than humane 
Cruelty, like a Demoniac, had not rooted 
up the Tombs. 

Many Rivers of Tears and Millions of 
Sighs did God charge in his Book of pious 
Saints, great in their Ads, greater in their 
Sufferings, greateſt in their Faith, in that 
bloody Period : Whereas the World, now 
rather ſeems to glory in the Shame of a 
religious War, in which tis well if there 
be Religion enough to ſecure the Stabili- 
ty of future Times. What can the great 
Pannel of the Univerſe (all ſworn, or 
ſhould be ſo,) who have the Laws, Ex- 

amples and Manners of all before them to 
go upon; what can they expect from Hea- 
| ven 


yen but a Mark, that are not agreed in their 
Verdict, that jar in their Principles, and 
divide in the Mode and Meaſure of their 
Bleſſings? In vain has God given us a Re- 
velat ion, if we deny it the Force of a Ca- 
tholick Rule: The diſcordant Uſe of 
which is an avow'd Abuſe; and as Rome 
fell by its own Strength, ſo may other 
Societies, diſunited, periſh by their Li- 


N | 
Iis a bold Stroke to miſinterpret ſome 
Paſſages in Scripture, as if any thing would 
ſerve God, to ſpare their Mammon. What 
Delight God took in his Tabernacle, we 
are appriſed, by his giving Moſes a Model 
of it from Heaven, with an expreſs Charge; 
See that thou make all things according to 
the Pattern ſhew'd thee in the Mount. To 
Prepare nothing extraordinary for the Re. 
ception of a GOD and his Army, which, 
tho the naked Eye cannot diſcern it, fill 
the Mount, to guard and aſſiſt us, is a mean 
Opinion of his Majeſty, a baſe Requital of 
his Defence. To grudge him a Moiety of 
his own, is a mean and narrow Spirit: 
And ſlow Diſciples are they that cay for- 
get what is written of his Chriſt; The 
Zeal of thine Houſe hat h eaten me up. But 
ungenerous Minds, forgetful of their Ma- 
ſer, and diffident of the Cauſe, are rea- 
dy to yield it to _ Fews no leſs obſtinate 
2 In 


(20 
in this Piety, than leſſer Points; who 
were never better employd, or better 
3 than when they made a Buſineſs 
of it. FW „ 
No Man ever yet leſſen'd himſelf, to 
greaten his Gop. Two noble Images of 
this kind, in the laſt Chapter of the ſecond 
Book of Kings, glow and lighten in our 
Faces: One is of a private Subject (I meny 
tion it for the ſake of Honour, becauſe on 


his ſide very mighty exemplary, on yours 


more than exemplified in your Contribu- 
tions) who vow'd his Threſhing-floor fox 
an Altar-ſtead, and his Team for a Sacri- 
fice, to the Value of fifty Shekels of Silver. 

he Character throughout is not leſs ſub- 
lime than the Offer; Let my Lord the King 
rake and offer what ſcemeth him good: And 


| the Lord thy God accept thee. All theſe 


rhings did Araunah, as 4 King, give unto 
the King. A generous Inſtance, which no- 
thing could out- do, but the greater Mind 
of his inſpired Lord; who immediately 


advanced ſix hundred Shekels of Gold for 


the Ground on which the Temple was to 
ſtand, and this but an e of thoſe 
vaſt Sums, which afterwards rais'd a 


Work, the Wonder of the World. 
What Foundation this terraqueous 
Globe reſts upon 1s a Secret, and will be 
a Myſtery to Men of Science: But from 
| the 


—— — 


(21) 
the Scale of our Patriarch we are ſatisfy'd, 
this Church on Earth, even this is the on- 
ly true Step to the Triumphant: The 
rearing and adorning of which is ſo pro- 
miſing, ſo Godlike, that our Hope and 
Happineſs is to paſs bence, to 4 Tomes 
made without Hands, eternal in the Hea. 
vens, whoſe Builder and Maker. is God. 

The Doctrine and Diſcipline of the Re- 
formation are Credentials enow to us, that 
believe and practice a good deal of the A- 
doration above in our own Church; who 
have it by heart, and may rejoice that we 
have, when we come at the general A- 
ſembly to ſhew we are no Strangers tp our 
own Arier where all the Charms of 
Holineſs ſhalF be diſplay d. And to drive 
an Alliance of divine Offices thro' both 
Kingdoms, if a Wiſh can dot, May every 
one of Chriſtian Pretenſions govern him- 
ſelf with a Berean Mind. © — © < 

It was worthy of Auguſtus, who found 
the City Brick, to leave it Marble. Your 
Adiles and Benefafors far from making a 
Merit of a Duty, on theſe very Pillars, 
like Philoſophers in the Books they writ 
the Contempt of Glory, have inſcrib'd their 
own ; and withal, at the ſame time, have 
been ſo juſt and good to the Envious and 
Unwilling, as to found them a Place for 
Repentance and ſecond Thoughts. 11 

ave 
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have Glently wandred, what I am not 


afraid to ſpeak out, how the bi iggeſt Mor- 


tal upon Earth dare, in the Face of the 
Thunderer, ciele himſelf in Cedar and 


Vermilion, wherethe Church lies forſaken 


and neglected. Solomon, to be ſure, finiſhed 
the Houſe of God with all Magpificence, 
before he laid one Stone of his own, 
The Complement may be too late to ſay, 
I did well, this Sanctuary was (where 
may itever flouriſh,) in your Heart; which 
1 proudly ſubmit to your Zeal and Exp edi- 
tion: But the Congratulation is not ill 
timed, founded upon Fact and Truth, that 


| the Glory of this latter Houſe is, ſen fibl Y, 


greater than of the former; and a greater 


than Solomon is here. 
And bleſſed be God, by this Payment of 


our. Fi rrſt- fruits, that we havea Communi- 


cation open d unto us, to transfer the beſt 
of our Effects into a Kingdom before us, 
which will be an everlaſting ns eſſion to 
us, and our laſt 6 * 


| 1 toon and Shine of that Prince, who 


was glad when they ſaid unto him, We wif 
go into the Houſe of the Lord. The next 
bleſſed Sight to which, 1s to ſee the Place 
(where God gives his Peace) at Unity in 


itſelf, It is a Church fit to oblige your 
Friends, 


r © 
Friends, to fee how well you have applyd 
their Bounty; to conquer and conciliate 
others (who may come to love you better 
for it) when they behold you have not done 
ill without them: And it will be the hap- 
pieſt Work of our remaining Lives to grow 
old in her Arms; whereby we profefs to 
God in a material Proof, how firmly we 
believe that Article of our Creed, the Ca- 
tholick and Apoſtolick Church; whereby we 
declare to Men before all the World, who 
is Lord Paramount of this Country, whom 
we, knowingly, recognize and honour in 
this Solemnity. 3 
In War and Peace this is his Palace: 
This the Sanctuary of his People. Let the 
World Fanus-like, look two Ways at once, 
while the Lord of Hoſts is with us, this 
Temple ſhall be open: It ſhall never be 
ſhut, while the God of Jaco? is our Refuge. 
It would fluſh a Friend to this holy 
Ground, and pall an Enemy, (if Mankind 
can be an Enemy to it, without turning 
Rebel to his kind) to read the chearful and 
pious Emulation of all Ranks; what vaſt 
' Preparations were made for the Temple, 
who ſhould have the freeſt Heart in the 
Fund, the firſt Hand in the Service; but 
no Man doth the Work of the Lord faith- 
fully, that effeFually does not bis own + With 
what Ceremony and Addreſs, eg and 
* | | eca- 


| . 
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Hecatombs were offered in the Houſe of 

es; But all this is repenſed in one ſingle 
Conſideration, N Man ſerves God for 
nought, To be his Servant 1s a Style ſupe- 
rjor to all Titles of Dominion and Em- 
pire: One Day in whoſe Courts is better 
than a thou ſand. 


Let the Hiſtory of Saul and Samuel ſea- 
ſon our Conduct; and let us pray. 


We beſeech thee, O Lord, with this Fore- 
taſt of our choice Vows, till a conſecrating 
Hand ſball preſent the whole Sacrifice, lock 
graciouſiy upon the Endeavours of thy People. 
Look again upon thine Inheritance, and 
Youchſafe to reſume thy Poſſeſſion. Let thine. 
Eyes and thy Heart, thy merciful Ears and 
thy mighty Arm be over this Houſe, Night 
and Day, that it maycontinue thine for ever. 

. Reſpeft the Habitation where thine Honour 
dwelleth; that it may be an eternal Excel- 
tency, a 7 of many Generations. Avert 
from us thoſe Evils, and give us thoſe Bleſs 
ſings, as Solomon pray d onthe like Occaſion 
That we, thy Servants, being hurt by no Per- 
ecutions, may evermore give Thanks unto 
thee in (this) thy holy Church, through Jeſus 
Ghriſt our Lord. AMEN. 
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. Epiſtle Dedicatary. 
Evert, (bad it then Inter, ) | 
the CHURCH; Toy erat 
to Day, could not riſe, till 766 a« 


roſe, 1 HB 188825 to deliver 


| the Seiſin of it. 


Jo talk at this fate, like an H 
dept, for want of Thought (where 
Thought and Duty more gravely 
demand my ALL) is all dawbing 
in the Face of a Prophecy, before 
the beſt of Maſters. 


T am not fo "read, to decypher 
the Code of Secrets: But that a 
ſpecial Providence put the Solem- 


nity into a Right Hand to ſuſtain 


it, is, I conceive, a mutual Plea» 


{ure to Your Lordſhip, and every 
Good Gentleman within the Honour 
of Penrith, 


On whoſe Account, (Your Lord» 
ſhip being, in ſome Senfe, the 
- . Founder 


Epiſtle Dedicutory. 
Founder and - Fuuiſher of their 
Church, ) it had been a wilful Breach 
of Truſt, no leſs than a notorious 
Blunder in me, (as my weak Pre- 
ſence, and a e Speech, 
could not pierce thro the popular 
hazy Air of the Palace of the great 
King,) to deny the Congregation a 
little Satisfaction under this Addreſs, 
being ſo naturally led to a Dedicati- 
on by the Title of the Diſcourſe. 


The ſole Deſign of which is, to 
record to all Poſterity, That, on 
Sunday the ſeventeenth Day of 
March, in the Year One Thouſand 
Seven Hundred and Twenty Two, 
St. ANDRE Vs Church in Pen- 
rith within the County of Cumber- 
land, was conſecrated by the Right 
Reverend Father in God, Dr. WII- 
LIAM NfCHOLSON, by Divine 
Permiſſion, Lord Biſhop of DERRY, 
{ometime Biſhop of this Dioceſe ; 

1 where 
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yo, 


$7. Mar, 


1722. 


Mm Da 


where Tour ancient panes on ſtill 
claim the Honour of Your Birth, and 
erave Tour Bleſſing, e on mo 


ce 


HOLY FATHER, 


Your Lordſhip's 


Moſt Dutiful 


And Devoted Servant, 


T. W. 
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JOHN x. 22, 23. 


And it was at Jeruſalem, T H E 

FEAST OF THE DEDI- 
.. CATION, and it was Winter. 
And Jelus walked in the Temple in 
* Solomon's Porch, - © 


N the Name of GOD 
4 n to him and . om 9 
; may all our Diſpoſitions 
turn: Hither we refer 
3 Wl our firſt Beginning and 
— our laſt End. AMEN. 
The Rebuilding our Churches is to out 
own Edification, the Adorning of the 
Goſpel, the Beautifying our Faith; an holy 
Symbol of the moſt High GOD we belong 
to, a royal Mark of favourable Times, a 
manly Confeſſion of our Principles and 
Proſperities: And the more ſightly and 
attractive is the Bleſſing, in al —_— 
7 when 


(2) 
when it is free as our Religion, and pet- 
fect as our Freedom. n 

t muſt gladden our Hearts and greaten 
our Condition, to lay it befide the Jow 
_ Life and hard Circumſtances of primitive 
Chriſtians, in point, either of Wealth, or 
Liberty. Our Fewiſh Anceſtors too were 
moſtly, preſt Men in the Service of the 
Tabernacle : Their Eſtates were deep 
charged to fyrniſh the Altar, But we, 
that are allowed Straw for the Brick, are 
under no ſuch Exactions; are all Volun- 
teers, whoſe Oblations are not to be va- 
Jued, in the Lump, but by the neat Qua- 
lity of the Mind: A Diſpenſation of that 
enerous kind, which puts it upon no 

n, whether he can, but whether he 
. will, be happy. | 

This auguſt amiable Dwelling, the 
Deſire of your Eyes, is the Delight jo 
ours; once begun and ſoon completed, 
Matter of a lovely Contemplation. Ar- 
guments are Shadows, where Monuments 
appear : Among which I now cite, and 
ſhew, perhaps one of the faireſt Churches 
in the Land; which reflects your Warmth, 
and reſounds your Felicity; which an- 
ſwers agretably to your Joy, and ſwells 
every Note of Glory to Gad on high, in 
Earth Peace, and good Will towards Men. 


What 


3 
What the rare Humaniſt, and polite 
Maſter ſaid of his tine Client; * tf fa 
mam ingenii expectatiu hominis, expectati- 
onem ipſſus adventus, admiratioque ſupe- 
#arer, is no Anticipation of your Credit, 
for whom the Accompliſhment of this 
laſt awful Work was reſer vd; whoſe 
Character improves ſtill, more and more, 
in the ſacred Dreſs, and encreaſes with 
your Numbers. 

Not Zeal, nor Envy, can demand 8 
more ſhining Inſtance of a noble Spirit, 
than the Preparation here, made to en- 
throne the Word of Gop. Your inva- 
riable Reſolution, your unwearied Appli- 
cation, your weighty Charge and unex- 
pected Diſcharge of it, (and, what may 
not be expected from united Hearts, hence, 
let the timorous World judge!) wherein 
the Materials are extraordinary, and yet 
the Workmanſhip exceeds the Matter, as 
much as yvur Conduct ſurmounts both; 
what Carefulneſs, yea, what clearing of 
yourſelves, what Indignation, what Fear, 
what vehement Defire, and what Zeal ! 
(all which try'd your Patience by Turns) 
in all things you __ approv'd yourſelves 

| to 
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(4) 
to be more than Conquerors, clearly, in 
this Matter! 

O Altar, Altar, and all ye Works of 
the Lord, bleſs ye the Lord, praiſe him and 
magnify him, for ever! O all ye Saints, 
that can be excuſed half a Glance, the 
twinkling of an Eye, from the bleſſed 
Viſion, review and compare the Iron Soil 
of your Pilgrimage with your happier 
Britains; Tours, in the Faith. Your mor- 
tal Aſhes, that want an Urn, are cover d 
with Heaven : in Reſemblance of which, 
your Martyriums riſe to the Honour of 
your Gop and our God, at this Diſtance. 
90 faithful and worthy is that Saying ; 
The Blood of Martyrs is the Seed of the 
Church ! O, all ye Prophets and Apoſtles, 
ordain'd to fill this holy Place with the 
Light of your Heavenly Doctrine, who 
are repreſented to receive good News from 
our Country, with an Air of Pleaſure; be 
it notified unto you, we dare, and do, re- 
build your Churches, tho the Heathen fu- 
riouſly rage, and ſome- body pretends a vain 
thing! Ie that ſtood amazed, by your 
Maſter, to ſee the goodly Stones and con- 
ſecrated Things of the Temple, permit 
us to mingle this Congratulation with 
your paſt Aſtoniſnment! 

Io crown theſe Appeals, let us addreſs 
the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, the 
Bleſſed 


# 
Bleſſed Fefus, whoſe Preſence made the 
Glory of the latter Houſe greater than of 
the former, (as much as this, kindly, 
outvies (not eclipſes) the other with col- 
lected Rays; in whoſe Light we hope to 
ſee a Light, like the Star in the Eaſt, that 
will ſtand over the Houſe, and Stream, 
when the laſt Sun is ſet, in Con junction 
with the Lord our Illumination, ) that he 
may delight to ſet his 'Tabernacle among 
us, and manifeſt himſelf unto us in this 
his Palace, as a ſure Refuge. 

By the Favour of Gop and Torr Con- 
cord (which, ſingly, give ſmall Beginnings 
a vaſt Increment) we, now ſee, and exult 
to ſee, The HOUSE of AGES finiſh- 
ed in eighteen Months, the Glory of the 
Clime, and the Torment of them that 
have evil Will at Sion: Whoſe everlaſting 
Doors we enter with Thankſgiving, to 
ſpeak good of His and Tour Name. 

Tho' the Paſs to Vertue be hard to get 
over, God forbid Men ſhould offer that 
which coſt them nothing. If Works of 
Piety trouble not our Mind, which makes 
the Work: exceeding pious, they cannot 
affect our Fortune, which is inſenſible; 
nor Poſterity, which has no actual Claim 
to our preſent Right, and 1s in this, pre- 
maturely happy, to want nothing but the 


Honour (with the Expence) of this Accom- 
B 2 pliſhment; 


1 
pliſnment; has nothing to do, but ſerve 
God, gratefully, on your Foundation. 

After all this Labour of Love, the Har- 
veſt will whiten in due Seaſon: Only, it 
will be to your Vigilance, that an Enemy 
ſow neither Teeth nor Tares among the 
cheerful Grain. | 
WELL ! The Heat and Burden of the 
Day are over; and good Luck have you 
to reſt and celebrate this Feſtival, in Imi- 
tation of the Gop of Jews and Gen- 
tiles, and by the Authority of the GoD 
of Chriſtians on the like Occaſion : It was 
THe FEAST of THE DEDICATION, 
and it was Winter. And Jeſus walked in 
the Temple, in Solomon's Porch. 

The Province here aſſign'd me, (and 
who would not be ſo happily employ'd 
every Day?) is to explain the Theme, 
and accommodate it and my ſelf to the 
preſent Service. 

In order to which, be it yet premiſed ; 
toour laſting Pleaſure were we entertain'd 
with an Hiſtorical Account, what Reve- 
rence is due to Churches from their Infan- 
cy, down to the Apoſtolick Age, by a dig- 
nify'd Hand, from this Cuſhion : To ad- 
moniſh ns, we ſhould not tread this Court 
with an incompoſed Foot, in Allufion to 
the Eaſtern Cuſtom of putting off their 
Shoes, when they came to * 
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In which Argument if I dip (being grate- 
ful to retouch it) it is only to commend 
our Memories, but much more that Di- 
vine Performance. | 
Before our Saviour's Paſſion, when he 
was to inſtitute the bleſſed Sacrament, he 
(who knew what was in Man) ſent his 
Diſciples to a Perſon in the City, whom 
he defcrib'd, ready to receive them, and 
ſheu them the [| K2w22avuc ] Gueſt- Cham- 
ber; a Gueſt, in the Parable, ſignify ing 
a Chriſtian Convert, Whence 1t 1s more 
than probable, that hoſpitable Man was 
acquainted with our Lord and his Com- 
munication, had entertain'd him and his 
Doctrine, before this Interview. There is 
ſon.ething, (to give the owe an eaſy Di- 
verſion,) in the Original, that ſounds like 
a Diſſolution of the firſt Eccleſiaſtical Po» 
lity: But | muſt not affront you with al- 
legorical Divinity, (much in Faſhion a- 
bout the T ime of Gregory the Great,) or 
put the Pedant, or Critique, upon it. 
This, or ſome ſuch private Oratory, 
among other * Names, might alſo be — 
ed, 


* Ard. in. 6 lug s fc. and, which ex- | 
plains all verbatim, 1 xd r It xo SKKANTIE. A Church | 
was noms, under ſeveral Names, by the Greeks and Latins. x 
To mention but two among the latter: Conventiculum, which E 
if our Brethren be ſo acute, they may ſmell to be Roman; an 
ſince the Church is Gatholick, and the Civil Powers _— 

ian, 
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led, [ Umtewco 7] the Upper-Room, kept for 
the Chriſtian Myſteries : A ſettled and 
determinate Place, well known to Stran- 
gers, of every Nation under Heaven, thar 
would come over, as well as we do, the 
Way to our Churches. Thus, after the 
Aſcenſion, the Apoſtles continu'd the 
Euchariſt, Kar 02, which need not be 
rendred domeſticatim, from Houſe to Houſes 
nor according to the Cambridge Copy of 
Bega; but, in the Houſe, or Domeſtick 
Chapel, where they might communicate 
without Offence or Diſturbance. 

The Severian Commentator, who fur- 
niſh'd our Age with extraordinary Nott- 
ons, will hardly extend breaking of Bread 
to the Holy Sacrament, but only to civil 
Feaſting, and a friendly Converſe ; of 
which the Communion is the beſt Secu- 
rity; [ Aﬀs 11. 42, 46. ] But the Fami- 
liarity of the Diſciples could not be capi- 
tal, without ſome Overt-a&, as Baptiſm, 
and the Supper of the Lord. The Yulgar 
tranſlates it ſenſibly enough, [ K Cnc, 
per domos] intimating, they did commu- 

nicate 
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ſtian, bad better ſignify nothing, Titulus to was Latin 
for a Church, Pii Papz Epiſt. ad Juſtum Viennenſem. 
On this is the Canon founded, which allows no Perſon ſacred 
Orders, without a Title; that is, unleſs he is provided of 
ſome Church, Can. 33. | 
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nicate Sacrament ally, about, or ſome- 
where, ſometimes in one Friend's Houſe, 
ſometimes at auother's ; for fear they 
ſhould be ſurprized in the very Action. 
Tis no hard Taſk to quote ſundry Ver- 
ſes wherein the Prepoſition, which gives 
all this little Umbrage, has a fixt limiting 
Power to Time and Place: And common 
Senſe may tell us, it was impracticable 
to ſet up the Chriſtian Sacrifice in the 
Face of a Jewiſh Altar. Ancient Fathers 
agree it, the Uſage was for the Diſciples, 
rſt to ſay their Prayers with the ems in 
the Temple, and then adjourn to the Man- 
ſion of ſoine Believer, (not to every Houſe 
in the Neighbour- row, where the Room, 
perhaps, was not convenient, or the Fa- 
mily to be truſted with their Safety,) 
there to give and receive the Holy Com- 
munion: And after, to refreſh themſelves 
with a Love-feaſt of ſuch Things as they 
had, or were provided for them. bh 
From which State of the Caſe (the Caſe 
being fairly ſtated) I would fain hope, 
none are ſo addicted to Singularity and 
Diſſention, ſo abandoned to Reaſon, fo 
loſt to the Goſpel, to the Honour and 
Intereſt of true Religion, ſo (finally) pre- 


- polleſt. 
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: T Mat. i. 20. Luc. xv. 14. Aﬀs xv. 23.—XXiv. 12, 14. 
xxv. 3, 15. 1 Tim. iv. 1. & alibi paſſim. 


e eee 
poſſeſt and prejudiced againſt the Peace 
and Practice of pure Antiquity, as to forge 
Pretences to juſtify a Separation, (ſince 
Chriſt and his Family, all and always 
join d with the National Church (cxveps 
Cwhich, here cannot be pretended) in rhe 
Sacramental Part, which then was not 
there introduced) or defend Ignorance 
with Contumacy, that is, a leſs Fault 
Rs {2 X 
When Propheſies began to bear, and 
the Empire became Chriſtian, the Church 
laid in the Boſom of the State, and the 
State in the Arms of the Church: Then 
thefe Fabricks lifted up their ſpiring Heads 
into Heaven, to draw all Men unto them. 
The Formand Parts of ancient Churches 
are veil'd under Names, too hard for com- 
mon Apprehenſion; we have not proper 
Engliſh Words to expreſs them all. You 
have more Satisfaction in your own Ac+ 
count, and the beſt ſeems equal'd in zh7s 
Model. r 
The Text points to the 7cuiſb Temple; 
which, at firſt had only two, and then 
three Partitions ; the inner Court for the 
Prieſts, the main Body open at Top, and 
the outer Court for the People, which was 
cover d upon Occaſion. Hither our Lord 
retired thro the Inclemency of the Wea- 
ther, called Solomon's - Porch, from the 
| ; Founder; 
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Volt 2 dfecrwards w—_ lr boa 
el ters, Portico s, or Pizzas. 

om this Idea, primitive Chriſtians 

their Churches (monly) Fi 
995 Apartments; ve, v 
The two firſt Words are maritime Og 
Whence we ſtill ay; the Nabe of Ne 
Church, being oblong Ike a Ship's à com- 
mon Metaphor pr ons "Nos Al At; 
to. fave all righteous People. It ill be 
therefore impolitick, arid unmer | 
done of them, whd Watt no Tents 
divide-and fin the Feſt Conſtiftiti 
object to us, we have rote or fewer 12 
trwances, than in our” ancient Cb 
and chis too (with a juſt Tun 
kb bel ir ſpoken by thetn tat mae 


de e then fn while & Sthets, with's 85 
and fAlſer Colodrs ffuctüste 
— 55 and Chatibais, caſtin Fa 
ire and Dirt) may you lay" up b 
ars and 0 Plaus, in edo) of 
= pteafitig Toft. Tho he Night Has 
deen fon 1 you, and not A Seats 25 
— 45 r petpetiaÞ Si Nis no up ; 
be conjured to keep. c cloſe to vur \ 
Vee. "#4 there fat be 8 L015 of ae 


Man's Life. You are&ttbarked in fouh 

Botton, (Gop and Mis Biſhop ate peut ; 

Pilots, What then ca you feat?) W 
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by the Divine Grace, and your beſt En- 
deavours, will land you ſafe in Abra- 
ham's Bay. 

Thrice was the imperial Houſe of Gop 
built up, and thrice ſolemnly conſecrated. 
The firſt Temple was built by Solomon, 
the ſecond by Zerubtabel, and the third 
by Herod : Tho that fitted up by. Ezra, 
enlarged by Nebemiah, carried on to more 
Perfection by Zerubbabel, and finiſhed by 
Herod, becauſe of frequent Interruptions 
and Additions given it, for fix and forty 
Years, did, and dces commonly paſs for 
the ſecond Temple. a 

The fr/t Conſecration was perform'd 
by Solomon, the next by Nehemiah, and 
the laſt (being a Reſtauration-Service in 
our Siſter Churches) by whoſoever ad- 
miniſtred the Pontificate under Judas 
Maccabeus ; the Feſtival continuing eight 
Days, which was to be perpetual.” , 

When Zorobabel entred Feruſalem, he 
could not find the City within the Walls; 
ſcarce the Temple above Ground ; at laſt 
he hit upon the, Foundation, which he 
pray d. to ariſe, as great as his Power, as 
Joyful as his Soul. NY | 4 

As to the Maccabees, deſcended from 
- a Prieſtly Tribe, and uſually known by 
the Name of Chaſmonees before, they 
had their Title from the initial Longs 
| | ; O1 
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of a * Sentence (in the Cabaliſtical Way) 
very familiar with them, which had 
en 
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- * The famous. Sentence, referr'd to, was Judas's Motto, 
and is Part of . the eleventh Verſe of the fifteenth Chapter 
of Exodus. Mi Camo-ka Baelim Jehovah. That it, Who 
is like unto thee among the Gods, O Jehovah,” The later 
Jews affected Abbreviatures z of which Buxtorf, Grotius, 
and others, give ſome Examples, Al Nations, Pagan and 
Civilized, bave their Symbols upon their Colour. Tous" 
the Roman Enſign was embroider'd with. S. P. N A. 
Senatus Populaſque Romanus. So, I. V. R. J. ij ſeſus 
Nazarenus Rex 1 J. C. E. V. juſta cauſa eſie 
videtur. D. B. 7. diis bene juvantibus. Abundancc of. 
theſe are in the old Roman Monuments, , 
I bad no reaſon to truſt myſelf to the Solitude, in a flrange 
Land ; but am not ſo diffident to be ungrateful for the fi- 
lowing Communication. The Sentence is, Mi Kamoka 
« Bacllim jedovad, (i. e.) Who is. like thee among the 
« Gods, O Lord. The laſt Word is the Tetragrammaton. 
In Raſche Theborh, tbe initial Letters, M. 4. b. j. 
% Mem, caph, beth, jod, ſtand for the whole Sentence: 
« And the Rabbies ſay, Judas, of the Family of the Aſmo- 
© neans, - uſed this Abbreviation upon bis Standard, when, 
« as General, be fought with Succeſs againjt Antiochus ; 
«© whence call'd Maccebaj or Naccabeus, by. putiing in, 


« Aleph after Bech.“ Thus was I lately admoniſhed by * 


an authentick Hand, and mighty among the Or ientals, wor- 


thy to ſueceed that Confeſſor, the Foun 'er'of Queen's Col- 


lege in Oxford. To theſe I add the Authority of Socrates 


Seholaſticus from the Englith Valeſian Eaition : That. 


Conſtantine the Great, before bis . Converſion, upon bis 
Deſcent againſt the Tyrant Maxcntius, being very curious 
what Deity be ſhould make the Tutelar and Stator of bis 
Arm; in the Face of the Heavens, a little after Non tide, 
he ſaw 4 Pillar of Light like a Crofs, with this Inſcription 
on it, EN TOYTQ NIKA, in hoc (ſigno) vince, Be 
thou Conqueror in vertue of this Banner : Which, as 
Chriſt directed him, in a Viſion the Night ſulrwing, was 
the Impreſe of bis infallible Trophy, ever after. Lib. 1. 
Chap. 2. Thug I remember our own immortal Dr. MILL 
had this Impronto, niſi in cruce. Gal. vi. 14. Such 4 
Faith, or Fancy has led all the Warld to var.ous Imit ations 
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moore Charms in it, 4 the Power of 
agick. 

When Judas, that Sword of the Spirit, 
and Thunderbolt of War, had routed the 
Forces of Antiochus Epipbenes, immedi- 
ately he purged the Temple, remov'd the 
old Altar of Holocauſt, which the Tyrant 
had deſecrated by ſetting the Idol of Ju- 
piter Olympins upon it, and rear'd and 
hallow'd a new One 1n its ſtead, 
_ Having ſhook off the Syrian Yoke, the 
17 uſed, what they got, a religious 

ictory. This was the Face of their Ec- 
eleſiaſtical Affairs, about a hundred and 
ſixty five Years before our Saviour; in 
which Narrative J have not amuſed you 
with /Era's, Olympiads, nor the dim Roll 
of Monarchs, (ſince the Learned are fo 
mad, they cannot agree about their Kings,) 
and fo leave it to Heads better turn d to 
Cyphers ; being ever ready to ſubmit my 
Opinion to Matter of Fact, unclothed 
and in its right Mind. 

E ght Days did the Temple blaze from 
Year to Tear; and twice eight Times 
did they bathe the Altar with an Oblation 
of great Gladneſs. The Anniverſary they 
named, The ENCAENIA, a Renovation 
or Ren2wal : Which being put (technical 
ly ) in the Plural, denotes that F ormality 
was the Reſtitution of the Temple to its 
priſtin 
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priſtin Sanctity, and the Altar to its Uſe 
and Protection. The whole Family of 
the Word is of the Spiritual Kind ; thus 
St. Paul (Heb. vi. 6.) avaxamiſus tig Ae 
d, enceniare, to renew to Repentance : 
From the Senſineſs and Influence of which 
Verb, St. Auſtin made it free of the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Latin Tongue, 
From this Original are derived Coun- 
try-Wakes and Feaſts, in Memory of 
the Conſecration of Churches and Chapels; 
gud, believe it, the Cuſtom would be more 
laudable, if to the Piety of the Deſign, 
Men of Condition would join their per- 
ſonal Charity, to let the Poor taſte and 
ſee what it is once to live. Such an Op- 
portunity drew our Saviour to honour 
the Altar with his Preſence, when he was 
the unknown God of it: Which became a 
Rule tothe Chriſtian Church, that where 
the Altar was remov'd, there ſhould be 
on courſe, a new Conſecration: The Par- 
ticulars of the Rite being laid down, as 
early as the ſecond Century, by Hyginus, 
Biſhop of the Roman See: And it is tothe 
Honour of the Iriſh Church, that ſhe has 
two or three publick Forms to embrace 
and bleſs every ſuch Occaſion. 

| Inſtead of arguing, (towards the End of 
my Time,) for which there is no Neceſ- 
fity, becauſe all may be convinced, that 
| meaſure 
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meaſure your Faith by the Work, as we 
doubt not your future Conduct will be 
all of a Piece; from theſe Strictures may 
be inferr d your Juſtification of this Day's 
_ Office, (i. e. of Time and Duty) and more 
Conſequences than I mean to proſecute. 


E Firſt, Lawful Powers may appoint 
Holy-days, in Remembrance of publick 
Bleſlings. Our jure divino Men in Spiri- 
tuals, are not always ſo in Morals; tho 
they can keep the Sabbath on the jr/f Day 
of the Week, like us, with a ſafe Conſci- 
ence. Litigious and wilful is the Miſtake, 
to admit nothing but with an expreſs Or- 
der for it in the ſacred Page: As if we 
were bound to renounce our Reaſon, and 
the Carteſian Principle | to doubt of every 
thing ] were Goſpel; as if God were ob- 
Tiged, like a Monitor, to attend and prompt 
us, when to act, and when to ſuſpend in 
all Emergencies; who has told us, when, 

and where, and how, to exert ourſelves a 
few Caſes, the reſt in a ſummary Way, 
at the Diſcretion of the Church, by the 
Analogy of Faith , but not in ſuch a La- 
titude, that every Man may do that which 
is ripht in bis own Hes. Nay, we ſhall 
be thought but wooden Agents, if we 
cannot employ ourſelves about our Fa- 
ther's Buſineſs, without new Inſtructions, 

| without 
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without the Orders of the Day writ out, 
and ſent us from Heaven every Poſt. 
What In junction had our Forefathets 
for the Dedication, or the Feaſt of Purim? 
Both. of human Growth, yet no Works 
of Supererogation, nor within a Præmunire; 
but hang upon the ſupreme Law, as our 
Stars do upon Heaven, inviſible to our 
Antipodes. They are indeed Commands i 
Scripture, . but not Commands of Scrip- 
ture: Which our Saviour was ſo far from 
excepting out of the general Rule, that 
in his own Perſon he countenanced the 
former ; and tho' at every Turn he cut 
ſhort the Scribes and Phariſees, yet by 
ſaying nothing againſt zþis, does ſtill li- 
cenſe the Frater All this is no Bar to, 


„ th „The Vindication of the 
like Ceremony before us, at which our 
Lord himſelf aſſiſted throughout, ſome- 
time in December. Cold and frozen are 
they as Winter, ſtiff and rigid as the North 
Pole, who cannot bend to this Duty, to 
bleſs and be bleſſed by their Holy Mother, | 
to pray for her Trace, and win her Pro- 
ſperity. | 

To obſerve to us, toe . not do as the 
Jews did, in grols, is too general; which 
may be revers d with more Senſe and equal 
3 by unſay ing, we muſt,” Or, 

chat 
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that we muff do nothing they did, is juſt 
nothing, but confute themſelves with Fa- 
mine: I wiſh to God, that not only I, 
but all that hear me this Day, were as 
ſincere and ſoundly attach'd to our Profeſ- 
ſion, as many of them were to theirs, as 
happy at the End of it, and that our Souls 
may be with theirs. Or, that we may, 
upon the Matter, wave the Inſtitution of 
this joyful Day, (by which, I ſuppoſe, ſome 
are got into another Goſpel, that are 
ſchool'd to burleſque the Scriptures) and 
ſo leave it to Chance, or Fortune the great 
Diana of the Epbeſians : Be it confeſs d, 
we may; but to be ſure we ought not, ſo 


long as the Caſe in ſpecial is ſecured in 


the Text, and will be Canonical, while 
the mighty Word of Gop prevails. Such 
impotent Throws parry we off under this 


Guard, and repel the Weapon upon their 


own Pates, by obſerving back again; they, 
who do every thing they may, do many 
things they ſhould not, and leave no fewer 
— widone, which they ought to have 
one. 1 | 
Time and Place are Circumſtances of 
abſolute Neceſſity in all divine Perfor- 
mances: And our Comfort is, if Bene- 
diction be a meer Ceremony, it is a bleſſed 
One. Ceremonies are the Fences of Re- 
ligion, and fo neceſſary, that our ne- 
8 Maſters 


„ 
Maſters, who reform it into nothings 
and drop their haſty Devotions, (as the 
careleſs Oſtrich do's her Eggs) any where 
in the Sand, to be hatched by a heated 
Fancy, have not yet ſhew'd us any one 
Action without a Mode, whether natural 
or moral, ſacred or civil. | 

Ceremonies are ſo call'd, they ſay, from 
CAERE a City in Hetruria- Which, 
when Rome was ſack d by the Gault, re- 
ceivd and kept the Images and Frippery 
brought thither by the Yeftals, till the 
Reſtauration by Camilus. All we mean 
by them is Decency, good Order, and 
! 


beſt Manner of ſerving Gop; as 
nothing (tho' the Effect of Study or Ex- 
pence, much leſs of Enthu/raſm) can be 
good enough for him, to whom all our 


Goods are nothing, 


Delia majorum immeritus lues 
Romane: donec Templa refeceris 


Adeſque labentes deorum. | 
. .. - ._ Hor. Lib. 111. Ode 6. 


*Tis the Voice of Nature, and a Sancti- 
on of Conſcience in every Breaſt. One 
would imagine, the Poet had read, or 
heard of this Reſolution 5; Tt looked for 
much, and it came to little, and when ye 


brought it bome, I did blow upon it : Why, 
D faith 
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aith the Lord of Hoſts ? Becauſe of mine 
Kat that is Br and ye 3 
Man to his own Houſe, Therefore the 
Heaven is ſtay'd from Dew, and the Earth 

is ſlay'd from her Fruit, Hag. i. 9. 
Ihere is Atheiſin in the Breach of eve- 
ry Commandment, The Contempt, or 
Neglect of Religion (whatever it was) 
has brought down ſore Calamities on the 
Prophancrs of it. An Inſtance of which 
we have in the molt exact * Connexion of 
the Oli and New Teſtament, under the 
Title of Camb;ſzs ; who, having run his 
Dagger into the Thigh of Apis (a pyed 
Bull) under which, Oſiris, the chief God 
of the Egyptians, was worſhipped, which 
died of that Stab, himſelf after died of a 
flight Wound in the ſame Part by his 
Sword falling out of the Scabbard; which 
the Egyptian recorded as a juſt Judgment 


for the Murder of their brute God. It 


ſeldom happens (faith my Learned Au- 
thor,) in an Affront given to any particu- 
lar Mode of Worſhip, how erroneous ſo- 
ever, but Religion in general is wounded 
thereby, There are many Inſtances 
wherein God has very ſignally puniſhe 
the Prophanations of Religion in the worft 
of Times, and under the worſt Modes of 
Heathen Idolatry. 

is MEN, 


Dea Prideaux. Par, 1. 4000 322. Pag. 173. 
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MEN, FATHERS, and BRE- 
THREN ! Whoever places the Sermor:s 
of our Lord in evety Light, in which 
they ſhine like his Transfiguration, will 
find a prime Part of them to be perſonal 
Applications, full of Peace. What the 
Apoſtle ſaid of the Te lonians, that 
they were bis Hoe, bis 7og, and Crown 
o rejoicing z tempts me to add, in the 
ame Strain of Glory, 1% are our Text; 
if ye can read, unmoveable, the Affecta- 
tion of the Scribes and Phariſees, in point 
of Precedency ; if ye can hcar the Pre- 
ſumption of the Mother of Z2bedee's Chil- 
dren, (like a roaring Hurricane in the 
ragged Mountains, or the proud Waves 
of an high Sea,) with a ſedate eaſy Mind. 
Proportion is a common Rule, but frank 
Charity ſnould go higher, and Peace is the 
Word. Authority was a Right of Pene- 
Factors: Honour to whom Honour, and the 
Right Hand of Fellowſhip, are Pieces of 
natural Religion all the World over. 
There is no ſuch Cuſtom, as Contention 
in the Church : Let no Tool be lifred up 
in thee, henceforward, for ever; waſting, 
nor Deſtruction within thy Borders! 
The Lord is in bis boly Temple, let all the 
Earth keep ſilence before him. 
It was a melancholy heavy Sort of a 
Picty the poor Jews ſweat out, thro the 
D 2 Baby- 
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Batbylonian Captivity ; their Devotion 
| was ſet to a flat and diſmal Key, when 
they (but) remembred thee, O Sion! 
Now under your local Encouragements, 
there is room to hope, Religion will re- 
vive with your Church, inſomuch, that 
the Spirit and Glory of primitive 'Times 
may again dwell in our Land: That we 
fhall not walk into the Fields, but we ſhall 
hear the Plowman at his Hallelujals, the 
Mower at his Hymns, and the Vinedreſſer 
linging David's Pſalms. | 

How charming, like a new Heaven, 
was the Natalitial of the Church in Je- 
ruſalein under Conſtantine ! What a glo- 
rious Sight of Biſhops, with a Floud of 
Men and the Flower of Youth from all 
Quarters > How decent and majeſtick the 
Service, what Peals of Joy and Haſan- 
na's of Praiſe 2 What Expreſſions of mu- 
tual Reſpe& and Charity to the Poor ? 
How entire the Harmony of all Ranks, 
how divine the inaugural Orations ? If 
then we copy their Manners, freſhen and 
illuſtrate hie, with their Feflivity, we 
ſhall be as a City at Unity in -ufelf; 
and what is lacking on my Part, you baue 
ſupplied. | 

It would be infinite to harangue this 
awful Dome, its Founders and Benefa- 


ctors: The true Metliod of which is to 
bear 
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bear off Modeſty, and leave that ſenſitive 
Plant of Vertue untouch'd ; to confels, 
ingeniouſly, it cannot be done by bir 
Hand. Wherefore we reſt the Burden 
with your Counſcls, till every Man have 
Praiſe of God : When, for ſure, we 


hall find Heaven a fine Place, ſince 


this Church is become ſo exceeding glo- 
rious. 

Thus far we have not ſtretch'd any 
Rule of Truth: Nay, had we not con- 


feſs d, had we not declared, had we not 


proclaim' d your greater Piety, than you 
make a Merit, in this Sanctuary, the 


Stone out of the Mull, and the Beam out 


of the Timber would reprove, me. 
From this Decad, ſo aufpiciouſly be- 


gun, - may you proceed (if Men can go 


farther than Perfection) to your Tricen- 
nalia, the Acts and Feaſts of your thir- 
tieth Year. From this Epoch we date 
your Fame, your Freedom, your Felici- 

And plant them in Wreaths, about 


as -Zacbin and Boaz (your Pillars of the 


loud and Fire) as the beſt Drapery to 
adorn theſe Columns, and be adorned by 
them for ever. What farther Honour 
is due to the Builders above the Houſe, 
the laſt Scene will diſcover ; which, tho 
it overtops its humble Silters, yet pro- 
miſes them a future Reſurrection, — 
— — 


r 
their Friends Immortality, In your ci- 
vil Style, you are placed within the 
Verge of Honour; but your CHURCH 
is your real grand HONOUR :' late 
may it ſtand, and ſtanding flouriſh, till 
nor Time nor Art have a ſpare Point, 
a Fraction, to add to the Eternity; 
Nor kt the Gates of Hell prevail againſt 
7. . Wo. 3 
Bleſſed may your Dead be, that have 
died ſince the laying this Foundation 
who carry a Teſtimonial of Reverence 
for the Sanctuary in heir Hand, to 
the laſt Tribunal, ii Fan of St: 
ANDREW, fealcd wi tliis Church; 
which, tho' it bears the Name ci that 
venerable Man for Diſtinction, in Me- 
mory of his Graces, is, nevertheleſs, 
Kren, with Gob's Aſpiration, the 
Church of the Lord: And may you ne- 
ver leave it nor forſake it, more than 
the blefſed 7eſus does the Houſe of 
Prayer, till he calls you up in State to 
Feruſalem above, who will himſelf be 
your exceeding great Reward. 

In whoſe tremendous Name, if any 
previous Queſtions are aſked your de- 
ceaſed Friends, and this be One to the 
Spiritual Stranger, What Condition 
% was my Houſe in, in your World, when 
* you left it“? Theſe Pillars be W 

eir 


627 | 

Their Hearts ſhall not reproach th 
nor Jews nor Gentiles riſe in Judgment 
to condemn a Soul, upon this Eſtabliſh- 
ment in this Article. 
Whatever Difficulties might attend 
this noble Undertaking, not ignobly 
completed, Gop be thanked, you want- 
ed no Reſcriprs, you had no Edifts a- 
gainſt you, no Balls of Fire from the 

oundation, to blaſt the Deſign : So 
that now you have little more to do, 
befide your conſtant Attendance, than to 
| ſubdue or keep your Temper ; that is, 
in Patience to poſſeſs your Souls. And the 
good Lord pardon every one that — 
bis Heart to ſeek God, the Lord God 
bis Fathers, tho be be not cleanſed accor 
ing to the Purification of the Santluary. 
2 Chron. xxx. 18. 

As Gob has an Altar in every Chri- 
ſtian Heart, tis hoped they are hallow'd 
beforehand, the better to breath upon 
this Dedication : Holineſs becomes bis 
Houſe for ever, This is the Birth-day of 
the Church, the Celebrity of which is 
vocal enough to raiſe the Spirit of a Con- 
ſtantine, an Euſebius, had we not a 
Chriſtian King over us, and a Conſecra- 
ting Biſhop preſent, into whoſe Hands, as 
a prime Miniſter of tbe mo} High, with 


meek Heart and due Reverence, you ſur- 
| 7 
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render this . with the Appurteriatts 
ces, and He the ſame to Almighty Gop, 
for ever and ever, for the Uſe of your 
Prayers, and all the Offices of true Re- 
a ion, for the preaching HIS Word, and 

adminiftring Js Holy Sacraments. And 
then (as theſe muſt give your Diſpatch, 


and my Service, a reputable Concluſion,) 


Hayy are the People, that are in ſuch a 
Caſe; yea, bleſſed are the People, who 
have the Tard for their God ! For from 
THIS DAY wil 1 bleſs you, and from 
THIS PLACE vill I give Peace, 
_ ihe Lord of Hoſts. A M EN 
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FORM 


Conſecrating CHURCREs, 
CuApELSs, and CHukcn- 
YARDS, Or PLACES oF 
BURIAL. 


Agreed upon in the LowER-Housk 
of CoN VO ATION, in the 
Year 1712. 


Copy'd from the Journal by Mr. LEWIS. 


HEN the Biſbop and the 
L3L All Clergy (of which there ſhall 
be two at leaſt) have en- 
| ter'd the Church or Chapel, 
in their ſeveral Habits, let 

them, as they walk up from the Weſt to 
the Eaſt End, repeat alternately the 
A 2 24th 


24th Pſalm, the Biſhop beginning, The 
Earth is the Lard s; with Glorig. Pazri... 
When they. are come to the Lord's 
ü Table, the Biſhop, fitting 1n his Chair, 
ſhall have the Inſtrument of Dedication, 
Denation, and Endomment of the urch, 
or Chapel, Churchyard; or V Place 
preſented to him by the 5 or ſome 
proper Subſtitute, which he ſhall cauſe 
to be read by his Regiſter, or other Of- 
ficer deputed for. that "Purpoſe : and after 
that the Biſhop ſhall lay the Iaſtrument, 
or Inſtruments upon the Tab, and ſtand- 


ing on the North ſide, ſhall turn to the 
Congregation, and ſay,, .'*- 


Early beloved in the 7-54 forafe 
much as in all Ages of the World, 
devout and boly Men, moved either by the 
ſecret » Inſpiration” 0 f- the Holy Spind, or 
by expreſs Comman God, wr: by their 
own Reaſon and Senſe # the natural De. 
cency of things have erefed Houſes, Fo 
bernacles, Femples, Synagogues, 
Churches for the N. orſbip of . God, * fo 
perated them. from all profane and com- 
mon Uſes, in order to fill Mens Minds with 
greater Reverence for his glorious Ma- 
jefty, and aſtect their Hearts with more 
Devotion and Humility when they approach 
his ſacred Preſence ; "al which pious De- 


Signs 


(3) 
baue been 4 rou q, and 7 iy 
215 aur —.— A et us 
not doubt but be will alſo favourably an- 
prove this aur godly Purpoſe, of fang 
ing this Place, and ſetting it apart, in 
Solemn Manner, to the Performance of 
e Offices of our religious Porſtip; 
and let us fajthfuly and devoutly beg his 
fler on this our Undertaking, and 
2. 5 ; | 


{ Here ler the Biſhop kneel on the 
North fide of the Table.) 


M Eternal God, mighty in Power, of 
() Majeſty incomprehenſible, whom even 
the Heaven of Heavens cannot contain, 
mich leſs the Walls of Temples made with 
Hands; and who yet haſt graciouſly been 
pleas'd to promiſe thy eſpecial Preſence in 
whatever Place, even two or three of thy 
faithful Servants ſhall aſſemble in thy 
Name, to offer up their Supplications and 
their Praiſes to thee : Vouchſafe, O Lord, 
to be now. preſent with us, who are ga- 
tber d here together, to conſecrate this 
Place (now, at formerly, dedicated to the 
Honour of St. ANDREW the Apoſtle,) 
with all Humility and Readineſs of Heart, 
to the Honour of thy great Name; ſepe- 
rating it benceforth from all N 
| ordi- 
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ordinary, and common Uſes, and dedica- 
ting it entirely to thy Service, for reading 
thy moſt holy Word, for celebrating thy 
bleſſed Satraments, for offering to thy glo- 


rious Majefly the Sacrifice of Prayer 


Thankſgiving, for bleſſmg thy People in 
thy Name, and 2 bs: =. Seth all other 
boly Ordinances. Accept, O Lord, this 
Service at our Hands, and bleſs it in ſucb 
Manner, and with ſuch Succeſs as may 
tend moſt to thy Glory, and the Furthe- 
rance of our Happineſs, thro' Feſus Chriſt 


our bleſſed Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


FT 7 E know, O Lord, we are not 
worthy to appoint unto thee any 


Place, or offer to thee any thing belong- 


ing to us; yet, ſwe beſeech thee, out of 
thine infinite Goodneſs, to be preſent now 


among us in this religious Action, and gra- 


ciouſly to accept and proſper this our Un- 
dertating. Receive the Prayers and In- 
rerceſſions of us, and all other thy Servants, 
who either now or hereafter entering into 
tbis thy Houſe, ſball call upon thee ;, and 
give both them and us Grace (whenever 
we draw near to thy Courts) to prepare 
our Hearts with Reverence and godly 
Fear; affe us with an awful Appreben- 
ſion of thy Heavenly Majeſty, and with a 
deep Senſe of our own Unworthinsſs to 

| ap- 


E 


ear before thee, that fo approachi 
th ook with Lowlineſs and probing 


we may be careful to bring with us 
elem Thoughts, pure and humble Hearts 
Bodies undefiled, and Minds [onflifed, 
and waſhing our Hands in Innocency, may 
come to >; ne Altar an acceptable People, 
| Thro' Feſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


After this, let the Biſbop, continuing 
where he i is, ſay the following Prayers, 
ſtanding up, and with his Face to the 
Congregation. | 


Egard, O Lord, "hs Supplications of 
thy Servants, and rant that who- 
ſoever ſhall be dedicated to thee in thy 
Houſe 7 Baptiſm, may be ſundtiſj d with 
the Holy Ghoſt, deliver d from thy Wrath, 
receiv'd into the _—_ Chrift's Church, 
and ever remain in the Number of hy 
Faithful and elect Children. Amen. 


Rant, O Lord, that they who in this 
G Place ſhall, in "their own Perſons, un- 
dertake to renew the Promiſes and Vows 
made by their Sureties for them at their 
Baptiſm, and thereupon ſball be confirm d 
by the Bi 10 may Sat ſuch a — 
of thy Fs Spirit, that they may be 

enabled 


(6) 
able to fulfil the fan, tid grow i 
Grate to Ae End. Amen 8 


Rant, O Lord, that whoſoever fbutt 
in this Place, receive the bleſſed Sa- 
crament of the Body and Blood of Cbriſt, 
thy Son, may come "with Faith, Charity 
and true Rep entance, and being falpl d with 
thy Grace — heavenly Benediction, may, 
to their great and endleſs Comfort, obtain 
Remiſſion of their Sins and all other Bene- 
Fits of bis Paſſion. Amen. 4 


Rant, O Lord, that by thy Hol 
Word, which ſpall be read and 2 
within this Place, the Hearers may both 
perceive and now what Things they ought- 
70 do, and may have Grace and Power to 
fulfil the June. Amen. 


"Ex 0 Lord, that whoſe er wr 


\ be join d tog ether in 5 — 
the Holy Eſtate 0 Fare ure 

perform and ws, the Vow 2d 2 
betwixr \them made, and may remain in 


perfect Tout and Prate e a teil 
Lives End. Amen. = 


Oban, 


* 
At, we belpeth rhes, Bleſſed Lord 
that whoſoever ſhall draw near unto 
thee in this" Houſe, to givdh thee Thanks 
for the great Benefits they have receiv'd 
at thy Hands, to ſet forth < moſt worthy 
Praiſe, to hear thy moſt holy Word, and 
to aſk ſuch things as are r 0 and ne- 
reſſary as well for the Body as the Soul, 
may do it with that Steafuſtneſs 0 Faith, 
that Seriouſneſs, Attention, and devout 
AHection, that thou may ſt accept their 
bounden Duty and Service, giving them 
Grace to be Doers of thy Word, and not 
Hearers only, and voucbfafing to them. 
ee, in thy infin fie Wir om and 
Goodneſs, thou ſhalt ſee to be moſt ex 
dient * them pal we beg F 4 1 Fe 
Tus Chriſt bis ſake, our bleſſed as 
Beviour. Amen. 


After this, let one of the Prieſts (the ap- 
pointed Curate of the Place, f he be 
preſent) begin the' Service for the Day, 
* except where it is otherwiſe order d. 
Here Dr. Topp began and read the 


2 Pr 4 (ets 


B Proper 


1 
a ha op Pſalms, 84, 122, 132. 
Firſt Leſſon, 1 Kings, c. 8. from 
v. 22. to v. 62. 
Second Leſlon, St. fobn, c. 2. from 
v. 13. to the | 


In the Second Service, after the Com- 
mandments, and one of the Col- 
lects for the King, inſtead of the 
Collect for the Day, ſhall be uſed 
theſe following. 


N Lord Almighty, King of Heaven 
and Earth, who in the Day-time 7 
a Cloud, and in the Night by Fire, didſt 
declare thy Preſence by thy moving Taber- 
nacle in the Wilderneſs, and by like ſenſi- 

ble and glorious „ of thy felf, 
. didſt conſecrate the Temple of Jeruſalem 
for the Place of thy ſettled Abode amon 
thy choſen People, Vouchſafe, we beſeec 
thee, to encompaſs this thy Houſe, and all 
that are in it, with thy gracious Favour 
F our Hearts with that holy Fire 
from Heaven, that may conſume in us what- 
ſoever is vile and earthy, and kindle in our 
Souls a fervent and conſtant Leue of thee ; 
make 1s truly ſenſible how great an Honour 
it is to be admitted into 2 Sanctuary, to 


preſent 


preſent ourſelves and our Supplicat ions be. 
fore the Throne of thy Grace, that ſo: we 
may never preſume to approach thy Houſe 
with e ps Fool — 
drawing near unto thee with our Lips, 
while our Hearts are far from thee: Leb 
us always approach thy holy Courts with 
Reverence and godly Fear; let us behave 
ourſelves in thy Sanctuary as mindful of 
thine eſpecial Prefence, ſo that we may de- 
part thence endued with greater Meaſures 
of & 4 Grace, and fulfilled with thy bea- 
venly Benedictions ; thro' Feſus Chriſt our 
Lord, to whom with thee, O Father, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcrib'd, as is moſt due, 
all Glory, Might and Majeſty, both nuww 
and evermore. Amen. 


J Moſt bleſſed Saviour, who, by thy 

gracious Preſence, at the Feaſt of 
Dedication, didſt approve and bonour ſuch 
religious Services as this which we are 
now performing unto thee, be preſent at 
this Time with us alſo by thy Holy Spirit; 
and becauſe Holineſs becometh thine Houſe 
for ever, ſanflify us, we pray thee, that 
we may be living Temples, holy and accep- 
table unto thee; and ſo dwell in our 
Hearts by Faith, and poſſeſs our Souls by 
B 2 thy 


— f, ,‚§ͤ» . ũ—ſ—U U—8 k c — — — — ̃ — — 
— 
. 


6 
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thy Grace, that not bing which defileth 
may enter into us; but that being cleanſed 
from all carnal and corrupt Aﬀettions, we 
may ever be. devoutly given to ſerve thee 
in all good Works, who art our Saviour, 
Lord, and God, bleſſed for evermore, 
Amen. | ; 


The Epiſtle, 1 Cor. c. 3. from v. 16. 
to the End. | 2 
The Goſpel, St. Fobn c. 10. from 
"2, e. WP. YO. :/- : : 


After the Communion, . before the final 
Blaſing, let the Biſhop ſay, 


Leſſed be thy Name, O Lord God, for 
that it pleaſeth thee to have thy Ha- 
bitation among the Sons of Men, and to 
dwell in the midſt of the Aſſembly of the 
Saints upon Earth. Bleſs, we beſeech thee, 
the religious Performance of this Day ; 
and grant, that in this Place, now ſet 

apart to thy Service, thy holy Name 
be worſhippd in Truth and Purity to all 
Generations, thry Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Aman. 1 *-: | | IT 
| If 


( 11 ) 


It the Church or Chapel was bull and 
endow d by any private Perſon or Per- 


ſons then alive, let the Biſbop ſay the 
op Prayer. 


) Le/ſed be thy Name, O Lord, that it 
bath pleaſed thee to put it into the 
Heart of 4 Servanta, the Pariſhioners, 
and their Henefactors to ereũ this 28 | 
to thy Honmr and Worſhip. Bleſs, O 
Lord, the , their Families and Subſtance, 
"and acc. he Work of their Hands ;, re- 
n aher aii concerning this z wipe not out 
the (17. ineſs that they have ſhewed for 
the Fin uſe of their God, and the Offices 
thereof; and grant, chat all they, 
hell 45 the Benefit of this pious Wk 
may ſbew forth their TB ankfuleeſs by ma- 
king a right Uſe of it, to the Glory of thy 
bleſſed Name, thro Tf . aur Lord. 


Amen. 


15 The Peace of God, &c. 


if there be only a Church-yard to be con- 

ſecrated, adjoining to any Church or 

Chapel, let the common Service of the 

by be read in the. Cburch or Chet 
an 


( 12+) 

and at the End thereof, let the Inſtry- 
ent of Donation be read before the 
-* Biſhop in the Church-yard, and the 
- Biſbop and Clergy —— there with 
the People, in ſome convenient Place, 
let the Biſhop ſay the * fol- 

Jowing, | 


Bur if the Eburch- ard, or Buryal-Place, 
be remote from the Church or Chapel, 

it ſhall ſuffice to uſe only the ſame 
following Prayer, the Inſtrument of 
 Ponation being f firſt read, 


God, who haſt taught us in thy holy 
W, ord, that there is a Difference 


— the Spirit of a Beaſt that goeth 
downwards to the-Earth, and the Spirit 
of « Man which aſcendeth to God who 
gave it and likewiſe by 5 Example of 
thy holy Servants in all Ages, haſ! par 4 
ws to afſion peculiar —_ where the Bo- 
— of thy Saints * reſt in Peace, and 
preſerv'd f rom al Indignities, zwbilf 
bl 5 are kept in the Hanis Ll 
Their Feria Redeemer. Accept, 
| beſeec thee, this charitable Work of Nang 


in in feperating this Portion of _— 
that 


(13) 

that good Purpoſe 5 aud give us Grace, 
that. by the Fe Inſtances of Mart ali- 
iy we bebold, we may learn and ſeriouſly 
conſider how frail and uncertain our Con- 
dition here on Earth is, and ſo number 
our Days, as to apply our Hearts unto 
Wiſdom ; that inthe midſt of Life think- 
ing upon Death, and daily preparing our 
hoe: for the Fudgment that is to follow, 
we may have our Part in the Re ſurrecti- 
on to Life, with him who dy'd for our 
Sins, and roſe again for our Fuſlification, 
and now liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the Holy Ghoſt, one God World with- 
out Eid. Amen. 8 


There are extant ſeveral Forms of 
onſecration, compoſed by particular 

Hands. The Foundation of all in this 
Reformed National Church, was laid 
by Dr. Lancelot Andrews, Biſhop of Win- 
be er. The Pious may conſult Biſhop, 
Sparrow's Rationale, Dr. Long's Sermon, 


Mr. Colliers Second Volume of Ecclef- 

A Aſtical Hiſtory, & ec. 6 g 
c Biſhop Patrick's Prayer uſed at the Con- 

, ſeecration of the Communion Plate. 

2 J ö 


at . 1 N oft 


2 


Ti). 


M 0 8 T Bleſſed Lord, accept, 1 wo bi 
ſeech thee, of the Oblation a 
nate unto thee of A Veſſels, which we 
bumbly dedicate to thy Divine * a 
thy Holy Table; and as we wholly g 
them up to thy Uſe in the Miniſtration of 
the Holy Communion of Chriſt's Body and 
Blood, 55 we pray thee to 3 them 
for chine amn 3 preſerve them from being 
any Way profaned ; and being here ſet a- 
part by our Office and Miniſtry to thy Ser- 
vice, let them always continue to. be ſo 
employ d, thro" Feſus Chriſt our on nly ly Lord 
and Saviour. Amen. 


To theſe may be added the Thankſgiving 
and Prayer of his Grace, Sir William 

Dawes, Archbiſhop of Tork, at the Top 
ſecration of Queen's College Cha Gl 
publiſhed by Mr. Provoſt Gipſon, 
1. Nov. . 


E bleſs FRA great and Herde 
* Name, O Lord our God, 


W 


* that it pleaſeth thee to have thy Ha- 
e bitation among Men, and to dwell in 


* the Aſſemblies of the Righteous. 2 
bleſſed 


5) 
« bleſſed be thy Name, that thou haſt 
i raiſed up ſuch Benefaftors to this Col- 
lege, as have enabled them to build 
« this Houſe, wherein we are pow -af- 
te ſembled to thy Praiſe and Glory. 


% Good Lord. ſtill bleſs them, and — 


% 


„per the Work of their Hands upon 
4 them ; Lord, proſper thou their handy- 
ef) "Wark: Let all- uſetul Learning. true 
* Religion, and unfeigned Piety, always 
« flouriſh in this Society 3 that from 
* thence may proceed many able Per- 
« ſons, fit to ſerve thee both in Church 


and State. And for that End, eneline 


chem duly to reſott unto this thy 
« Houſe, to beg thy Bleſſing upon their 


Studies, and to recommend themſelves 
© unto thy Grace and Favour, through 


5 Teſus!Chriſt PIO Lot and i. 
8 ae 


— * of „ 
zee _ Churches. 


* C _ or Altars, whoſe Confe- 
* crations ure uncertain, * ought to be 


£ raed without Diſpute. 
N 8 4 church 


| KI 
% A Church built upon the Ground 
here an old one ſtood, is not to be 
« eſteem'd the ſame Church, but muſt 
* be conſecrated, as if there never had 
* been a Church in that Place. 


« If the Walls are rebuils from the 
Foundation, the Church ought to be 
conſecrated again. F 
. 1355; . 89 

| L t o m ene 
elf the Altar be broken ' down, or 
* remov'd, the Church is to be new cos. 
4 ſecrated. alls zd: 2 1 07. ON | 


* 
"© 2 b os ry - 1 
* * — 


U 
* 


[3 een bas de ü gan 
If the Fabrick of a Church becomes 
* wholy ruinous, and is rebuilt from the 
Foundation, it ought to be reconſecra- 
* red ; but if the Walls by degrees de- 
*t'cay, and are gradually 'repair'd,” it 
* ought not; or if a Church be en- 
larg'd, either in Length, Breadth, or 
« Height, it ought not to be reconſe- 
-< 2xated; becauſe, as the Canoniſts ex- 
press ir, Sacrum trabit ad ſe non Sa- 
* crum, that Part which is already boly, 
* {anfifies whatever is added to it. 


Churches 


(17) 

* Churches that have been once con- 
ec ſecratad to GOD, ought never to be 
5 reconſecrated, unleſs they have de- 

* cayd, or been conſumed by Fire, or 
* been 'deſecrated by the Spilling of 
« Blood, or by the Commiſſion of For- 
* nication or Adultery; becauſe as an 
Infant that has been once baptized in 
* the Name of the Father, and of the 
e Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, ought ne- 
« ver to. be rebapti . ſo a Church, 
once dedicated to Gov, ſhould never 
&* be again conſecrated, provided always, 
t that the Perſons, officiating at the 
« Conſecration, profeſs d their Belief in 
© the e Trinity. 


* The Churches of the Ariane, where 
the Doctrine of the Trinity has been 
* undermined and exploded, ought to 
* be reconſecrated wherever they are 
« found. 

Vid. Gratiani Decretum de Conftcraths 
one. Diſtinct. 1. 


Our 


- Gia 


(187 )) 

Our Biſbops are tied ou nd Fun of 
Conſecration, none being yet aitabliſh-" 
ed: But are left to —— — IThdughts, 
till this, or ſome other writ with the 
ſame Spirit (which ib much to be with-' 
ed) be added to the Book of Common- 
Prayer. The Century looks pertodical” 
to ſeveral Churches: Many of them 
being founded much about the ſame 
religious Age, muſt fall and riſe pro- 
Fan yea the Tims ts come. 19 


k % 
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Some ne or Eſiy tominds 7 
Form of Conſecration are extant, drawn 
up by particular Hands: The Plan of 
all in the Engliſ Church being laid 
by Dr. Lancelot Andrews,” 'Biſhop' of 
Wincheſter, and is in the End of Bil 
Sparrow's Rationale. Something of this 
Nature may be met with at the End 
of Dr. Long's Sermon, and Mr. Col. 
lier's. ag Volume of | Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſlory. But if Archbithop Laud left 
a Draught, as I am inclin'd to believe 
he did, by his Prayer at the laying 
of the firſt Stone of Hammerſmith 

Chapel, 


(19) 

9 and other Inducements, I dart 
ſay, from what 1 1 that 
Cunfeſſors, it would be like Him, and 
bear im to bio Piety. I. ſay it 
therefore tu my Superiors, as the Di- 
feiples did, inſtructed of _ — and 
let no uncireuteiſed Phitiſt uib at 
the Exprefhon, The — ht need 
ef it. A very few other Riter, and fo 
much the better, being permitted: even 
the Biſhops themſelves (for Things 
quadrate leſt that are lh. —__ one 
Rule) it is a Pity the Proteſtant Bod 


when ſo heartily inclined to it, ſhould 


be. hindred of this among other Com- 
plements of Duty, for which there is 
good. 1 and a RN Neu 


4 4 


Before I wks my Hand off the Ta- 


ble, I beg * to eme one Menioran- + 
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On Sunday. | - Morning the 17th + of 
March, 1722. The Lord: Biſhop of 
Derry in his Robes, attended by 
To 
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Toa and the Preacher in their Fur 
ptes, | proceeded from the Vicarage, in 
Penrith} to the Great Weft Door of 
the Church, and open'd: the Conſecra- 
tion with the twenty fourth Pſalm; 
tepeating it alternately, at ſeveral Sta- 
tien, as they advanced to the Altar, 
aſliſted with a good Appearance of the 
Orgs, and a ſuitable Behaviour of a 
e 


My Lond, during the firſt Service, 
continn'd ſtanding, at the Altar, ſitting 
in his Chair, or kneeling at the Foot- 
ſtool, as the Diſcipline required; whi- 
ther He return d to finiſh after the Ser- 

- __; 


The Office His Lordſhip. us'd in MS. 
I I foon apprehended, all Changeables 
changed, was the ſame with Mr. Lewis, 5 
or the Convocation s, — 7 
whole Action: To whom, with due Re- 
verence; I ſubmit the Honour of the 
Franſcript ; eſteeming a Piece of Piety, 


only not to wait their Order and Ap- 
. | | probation 
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10 4, 
ion of what is ene, (which 1 
t applying one Example to 
at leaſt a leſs Injury to — them 7 82 this 
Communication, than the World of ls 
much Pleaſure and Devotion. 
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